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The town’s grant writing partners at Northern Counties Community
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INITIATIVE YARD SALE Town Clerk Vanessa Seguin
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» SAT. 5/21 and SUN. 5/22 P. O. Box 1328, 1192 Route 122, Wheelock VT 05851
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Energy Fair

Sat. May 14; 10:00 to 1:00
Sutton School

Demonstrations and information
to help you save money on heating
your home and using less gas.

‘Weatherization; Rebates for energy
saving expenses; Electric vehicles and
tools; “Window Dressers”; Solar energy;
Heat pumps; Composting and more!
Coffee, muffins, and snacks

Childcare provided

Ll GOTHISTORY? L]

There’s no time like the present
to learn more about Wheelock’s past.

Five of the 1o Wheelock cemeteries are
considered public or town-owned:
West Wheelock, Sulfur Springs,
South Wheelock, Drown, and the
Village cemetery. The balance are on
private land, and thus privately owned.

After the successful fall cleanup of the
West Wheelock Cemetery, the all-
volunteer Cemetery Taskforce will be
focusing their springtime efforts on the
Drown Cemetery and their 2022 Goals:

*» Definitively identify the ownership
of all the cemeteries.

* Create needs-assessments and
budgets for town-owned cemeteries.

* Develop a Cemetery Policy that
outlines all the necessary procedures
governing town-owned cemeteries.

The Cemetery Taskforce has volunteer
opportunities for community service,
scouts, and local history buffs.

The Shattuck Cemetery
(private) is on Jills Hill near
the Danville border &
includes members of the
Noyes, Mears, Emerson, &
Shattuck families. The only
inscription on the newest stone is “Shattuck’”.
Do you know the history of this cemetery or
these families?
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ARPA Committee Appointed to Consider Proposals

heelock’s American Rescue Plan Act funds ($246,912.91) must be
‘ ‘ ; committed no later than 12/31/24 and expended no later than
12/31/26. The Selectboard appointed a committee to solicit
community involvement, encourage/assess proposals, and recommend projects.

To date, ARPA funds have been used for some modest technology
purchases ($1648) to support the town’s administrative functions. Some
proposals suggested to the committee included: expanding the NEK
broadband project to serve more Wheelock homes; addressing the
Town Hall ADA violations and energy efficiency needs;
improving Wheelock’s town garage, roads, and replacing road
equipment; creating recreation trails in Mathewson State
Forest; and various municipal office improvements.

Criteria for assessing proposals were considered, such as
requiring a description of the public benefit and a
detailed budget, identifying potential partners/other grant
funds, and how a proposal addresses goals in either the Town Plan or
the Hazard Mitigation Plan. A survey was suggested to encourage
community feedback and to gauge the level of support for proposals.
The Committee asked for the Selectboard’s spending priorities, since
the ARPA rules state “the legislative body of a municipality (the
Selectboard) is the ultimate arbiter of how funds will be spent”.

The Selectboard decided at its meeting on May 3 to use “the majority of
the ARPA funds for the ADA building project” with any remaining
funds to be used for other ideas and initiatives.

Still On DOJ’s Radar: Town Hall ADA Violations

oters at the 2022 Town Meeting approved spending for the
‘ ; Town Hall ($30K added to the existing reserve fund of $16,011)
but they did not approve either design proposal for addressing
the ADA violations. This outcome puts the town out of sync with its
settlement agreement with the US. Department of
ﬁ ; Justice (DQOYJ), which specified contracting with
B construction professionals by April. The DOJ
agreement with the Town is focused on
construction of accessible space, because that
is what the Town said it wanted to do.

The town’s legal obligation to provide “program accessibility” is still
required and continues while the town prepares for a construction
project. The DOJ is concerned about this delay and the town’s plans for
“making the Town Hall as accessible as possible right now, while the
construction is (it appears) delayed beyond what was contemplated”.

The town is required to report to the DOJ by July 15 outlining any
potential construction project updates; funding updates (including
whether ARPA funds will be used); and the steps the Town is taking
now to ensure that the program accessibility standard is being met.



